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SUBJECT: FOURTH NATIONAL PEOPLES' CONGRESS OF THE PRC 

1. DURING STATEMENTS ON POLITICAL SUBJECTS IN FEBRUARY 4 POLADS, 

FRG REP (CITRON) SUGGESTED THAT ALLIES SHOULD EXCHANGE VIEWS ON 
THE FOURTH NATIONAL PEOPLES' CONGRESS (NPC) OF THE PRC. BELGIAN 
REP (BOUCKAERT) DISTRIBUTED PAPER ON NEW CONSTITUTION OF PRC 
(SEPTEL). HE SAID ABSENCE OF CHAIRMAN MAO FROM NPC COULD BE 
ASCRIBED TO MAO'S DIMINISHED PHSICAL STATE; HAD HE WISHED, MAO 
COULD HAVE INTERVENED AND MADE DECISIONS. 

2. NETHERLANDS REP (HORAK) CAUTIONED AGAINST GIVING TOO MUCH 
IMPORTANCE TO MAO'S ABSENCE WHICH HIS AUTHORITIES ATTRIBUTED MORE 
TO THE STATE OF MAO'S PHYSICAL HEALTH THAN TO POLITICAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS. WHILE MAO HAS BEEN ACTIVE RECENTLY, IT HAS CONSISTED 
PRIMARILY OF HALF-HOUR MEETINGS WITH VISITING LEADERS WHICH WOULD 
BE LESS STRENUOUS THAN ATTENDING LONG SESSIONS OF NPC. 

3. CANADIAN REP (FOWELL) CALLED ATTENTION TO JANUARY 30 
CANADIAN ASSESSMENT OF NPC DISTRIBUTED NATO’WIDE (AS 75/16, DTG 
300009Z JAN 75). IN CANADIAN REPS PERSONAL OPINION, MAO WAS 
RELUCTANT TO ASSOCIATE HIMSELF WITH RECENT NPC. MAO COULD HAVE 
ARRANGED SHORT APPEARANCE BEFORE NPC HAD HE SO WISHED.BRUCE 
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